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need help.

“One in three women will
experience domestic vio-
lence;” Coleen said. Think

about that. One in three.
Ladies, line up with two of

1th the * =
wﬁM,WMW.EM m.dm left that psy-

chologically abusive man
and divoreed him. The min-
ister at her church told her
it was her duty to stay with
her husband- Thank good-

After years ant yeats,
women who have been
apused, whether physi-
cally beaten or psychologi-
cally battered, begin to be-
lieve they deserve the abuse.

your friends. Eitheg i i e Iwasgladtolearn that The
oum.& Y g&m g.m: o «_omﬁwwwmmwmmnmmwﬂmm m...wmw mee.%noimmm shelter for
wmﬁmﬂmo &oEmm»_o whlence: MMS lead an independent, ~ women and Emﬁ. children
.va“ HEWH%« those statis-  productive life. and also provides counsel-
ties, I ameB_oS another «you're worthless,” he ing for Fm:. clients. Spiri-
friend whose husband had told her over and over. “No-  tual guidance and support
a restraining order served body else would ever want  are available at the shel-
on her. It happened on her  you. You can’t live without  ter for those who Smw to at-
birthday. She and her spe-  me.” tend non-denominational re-
cial-needs daughter vol- Those identical words :m%ﬁ services.
unteered onthatdayeach ~ were told to another young 4 m%“% marriage
week at a local charity friend in her miserable mar- ended after many years, I
thrift store, He knew where ~riagetod mean man. She experienced how difficult
she was. He knew where was a beautiful, intelligent it is to start a new life in-
she would be. After there-  young woman who could dependently. I had support
what she loved, Sabo turned no longer allows me to work
EH back to her artwork begin- i glue. I've made a mMess
ning with woodturning, an 1§ that. I glued the lathe
FROM PAGE 3 art she and Steven both be- and part of the equipment by
e gan mastering in 2002. “accident. I've glued both of
She was left completely blind . 47 "my hands together. It’s been
in her right eye. Woodturning 2 very interesting. You've got
«] can see some shapeand  “Working with a wood to be able to laugh about a

contrast,” she said. “If you'’re
wearing a vibrant red outfit,
I can see that.”

“We sometimes take our
eyesight for granted as we
go through life,” said Sa-
bo’s husband, Steven. “But,
to those who lose this pre-
cious sense, it can be over-
whelming. A loss of sight is
even more devastating to
an artist — a person who’s
life’s work and world re-
volves around creating art
and seeing it evolve,”

But for Madeline Sabo,
walking away from her ar-
tistic passions was not an
option.

“The hardest thing is to
NOO@@& m&v= she mw.m&. “You've
got to be able to say ‘Okay,
this is what T have. 'm going
to have to handle it. ’'m not
going to sit on my rear and
do nothing.”

So with a great deal of
patience, support and help
from her husband and a
dogged determination to do

lathe without sight pre-
sented some unigue chal-
lenges,” Sabo said. “It’s a
very dangerous piece of
equipment. It spins at 1,500
rpms and you use a sharp
tool to shape the artwork.
There is a lot of starting

and stopping and feeling the
wood. Steve has put in con-

trasts everywhere for me. He
built a special cart where I
put my tools. He painted big
black circles around the area
so when I step on or off the
platform to work the lathe I
don’t fall, and he hooked up
with tons of special lighting.
He keeps everything very
clutter free. When you're
sight impaired, it’s critical to
keep things organized so you
know that this is where this
is and that is where that is.
And you don’t move the fur-
niture,” she laughed.

You've got to have a good
sense of humor, Sabo said.
«There are things I'm no
longer allowed to do. Steve,

A

hiccup that you have — about
the bumps in the road.”

Painting

Prior to losing her sight,
Sabo’s first love was paint-
ing. She did several shows
each year highlighting her
skilled mastery of painting
detailed portraits and west-
ern scenes with acrylics.
Now, still using the same
medium, she paints bigger,
freer, more abstract, more
electric and more colorful
paintings.

“I am so blessed to be able
to go back to painting again
and to be able to see a little
contrast and color,” she said.
“I take a big brush, I envision
what I want in my mind and
then I look at it and decide
what to do with it.”

Using a scanner that mag-
nifies her paint tubes — mak-
Ing them appear six to eight

times larger than they are —
and wielding two- to three-

inch brushes, Sabo counts on

-

per, 1 wd
how the

veral coura-
kihg for miles
els beside the

a umoﬁmv Ire-
s of friends
or wit-
One remem-

‘,. inue hitting
pthes were
om her body.

f the white can-
ayriad of lights
ad to guide her.
L western hats
gys see me with
ot because I'm

ining down and
gele glasses, it’s
ito look through
paper. The brim
block the glare.”
w Mexico Feder-
e Blind is provid-
h anew machine
low Sabo to speak
of the paint colors
pinto a small elec-
p that attaches to
the painttubes. A hand-held
device then can be waved
over each tube that will ac-
tivate the recorded message,
telling Sabo what color paint
is in the tube.

“Everything I have talks
to me — my watch, my pe-
dometer. And everything
else has sticky bumps on it so
I can feel where things are,
like the start and stop button
on thdmicrowave, the num-
ber bttons, the digital ‘on’
buttos for the stove. I have
sticky{bumps everywhere.”

o!.mi_nm

While painting is still her

spend my summers and au-
tumns in a little cabin in the
Upper Canyon, and winter
and early spring find me in a
country cottage I call Happy
House in rural Texas.

As I write, edit, paint,
take photographs, and
make jewelry, I am con-
tent. My art business cards
read, “Serene Spirit Cre-
ations.” In 2011, I created a
mixed-media painting I call
«Goddess of Earthly Happi-
ness.” From a photograph of
the painting, I had printed
cards with verse 24 of
Psalm 118 inside: This is the
day the Lord has made. We
will rejoice and be glad in it.

1tems I0r yoursecil Ol 101 a
loved one or a friend. Half of
the price will go to support
programs at The Nest. I .
will use my half to buy more
beads, make paper beads,
and create more jewelry,
which I will infuse with love,
light, and positive energy.

Sherry York is aretired
school librarian, teacher, ed-
itor, writer, and artist, York
recently placed her hand-
crafted jewelry for sale at
Josie’s Framery. Half the
proceeds from sades of those
items will go to benefit The
Nest, the women’s shelter in
Ruidoso Downs.

first love, Sabo has taken on
a new medium — clay.

“A friend said to me, ‘Mad-
eline, you can still feel, why
not play with clay?’ SoItook
a class up at ENMU and be-
gan making hand-built pot-
tery”

Sabo said ceramics have
provided her with a reward-
ing art form in which she
can use her tactile skills. Her
glazes are set in a certain
place so she knows where
they are. Steven places her
work in the kiln when it’s
ready to be fired. Sabo cre-
ates hand-coiled vases, salsa
bowls and her highly sought
after signature ceramic leaf
bowls.

With three separate stu-
dios incorporated into their
Nogal home, one for each
medium, the Sabo’s stay
busy creating pieces for
the four shows they do each
year: the High Mesa Art-
ists Studio Tour, which the
Sabo’s coordinate, The Art
Loop, The Alto Artists Stu-
dio Tour and the Christmas
Jubilee, a show the Sabo’s
have participated in for the
past nine years.

“During the shows, we
educate people on the dif-
ferent mediums and dem-

onstrate how it’s done with
sight and without,” said
Sabo. “I have to give a lot
of credit to Steve. He's stuck
with me, helped me make the
changes, been very patient.
I couldn’t ask for a better
husband: You know, you go
through yourilittle pity par-
ties but my 0is APS. A
is accept yolir hiccup and
get on with life. P is to be
patient with yourself. And S
is for stubbogm; the attitude
that says I can do this. Let
me try to aa_# myself. The «
hardest thing for people to
accept is the fact that it’s
not going to get better. But
anyone who will listen who
has hit a bump in the road,
I like to tell them ‘Come on,
you can do this. Whatever it
is that you want to do, you
can do it.”

Sabo’s wérk can be seen
by appointment by calling
(575) 354-0201 or at any of
the four shows the Sabos
participate in including the ~
Christmas Jubilee at the Ru-
idoso Convention Center on
Nov. 9 and 10.

Reporter Kelly Brooks can be
reached at 575-257-4001 ext.
4114.




